


Forthcoming services:-
Sunday 6 Dec 1lam Sacrament of Holy Communion
3.30pm Scottish Asian Christian Fellowship

Sunday 13 Dec llam  Gift Service and Junior Church
Fromotions
2ptn Remembering and Hope Service

Sunday 20th Dec 1lam  Jumor Church Matiwity

Thursday 24% Dec 11.15pm Carol singing
11.30pm Watchnight Service

Christmas Day — &ll Age Celebration at 1 lam.
Sunday 27 Dec llam Service of Lessons and Carols

Sunday 3rd Jan llam Morning Service.
3.30pm Scottish Asian Christian Fellowship

Sunday 10% Jan  1lam Morning Worship
Tprn Hear I AM, Mew Year New Church?

Sunday 17® Jan  llam  Morning Worship
dpm PCT service for Christian Unity
Tptn Hear I AM, New Vear New Church?

Sunday 24™ Jan  1lam Morning Worship.
Tpm Hear I AM, Mew Year New Church?

Sunday 317 Jan  1lam Moming Worship
Tpm Hear I AM, MNew Year New Church?

Copry date for the next (FEBRUARY) isane of VIZION will be
Sunday2l st Felrary









‘Remembering’ Sunday

There is so much remembering already in November that it
seemed right forthe Minister to take on board Joyce McCommick’s
and Marion McAlister’s idea of a ‘remembering’ Sunday. We
could at that service share our stories across the generations and in
that way leam to listen more to God.

The fultilment of this idea was on Sunday 22nd November,
when during the service we split up into eight groups, each with
members of the congregation, children and leaders of the Junior
Church. The children asked questions of the adults of their early
life and perhaps gained an understanding of how or why they came
to faith.

The Minister admitted that he and his colleagues in the profes-
sional ministry were good talkers but that in some ways they had
lost the nsight into how we can best communicate God’s love for
each one of us.

“The Kirk Session will next year lead us in ways in which we
can listen to what God is saying to us today. They will lead - not
me! My job will be to listen!”

The teachers in the church should be telling us not so much how
to do things but rather howto be faithful, and how to recognise
God’s faithfulness to us, past, present and future, by telling and re-
telling stories of faith, stories found in the Bible and in our lives.

If children hear these stories when young, then when the time
comes for them to make their own decisions they may perhaps be
only able to say “Yes!™
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is a special atmosphere about the place. More about that in future
letters.

It was the hospital for the eastern Galilee area up until the 1950s,
run by Dr. Torrance until his death, then by his son Herbert. The
graves in the cemetery by the lake shore point to their commitment and
sacrifice. They treated everyone who was brought to the hospital, re-
gardless of religion. Today this is reflected in the make-up of'the staff,
who are a mixture of Jew, Moslem and Christian - and there is even
Druze handyman, Shamir. The inter-faith aspect of being here excited
me. [ will obviously have an I involvement in the hotel, both to the
guests staying here and especially to the staff. But there is a small; con-
gregation as well - the emphasis being on the small, with only one ac-
tive member, Joanna, who lives in a kibbutz on the other side of the
lake.

Sunday was my first service, and I rather expected that it would
only be Joanna and myself, but there turned out to be eight of us. Two
Dutch women were tourists (and excellent singers) but the rest were all
residents, two of whom had travelled for one and a half hours to come
to church. Because Sunday is a working day in Israel, the service is in
the evening. This does mean that T have the morning free to visit other
congregations. I am looking forward to going with some of the Chris-
tian staff members to their various churches in the Arab villages in
Galilee.

The Church building is in an ideal position near the front, so we do
have a number of people dropping in. It is also used at present by a
group of Messianic Believers for they worship on Shabbat (The Jewish
Sabbath), and there was a sizeable number at the service, which was
led in Hebrew, but simultancously interpreted in into both Russian
and English. (In recent years a lot of Russians have immigrated to the
Tiberias area.) The believers are mostly, though not exclusively, from
Jewish backgrounds, but they believe in Jesus as the Messiah, though
they would never be comfortable with the term “Christian’. I will need
to find out more and tell you in a future letter.
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Om Hervest Sundap last raonth the Minister explaimed thet while fBw of s
harvest our own craps, we qll have o hanvest afremories, we cam gather i

A Harvest of memories

40 years ago...

..In Novernber 1962 Alan Pettigrew and the Rev. Harry
Thomson launched The Pollokshields Gazette. The Rev. John
Young, Mimster ofthe Congregational Church, was the first edi-
tor Later Walter Wyndling, The Eev. Keith Steven, Professor
Edgar Lythe, the Rev. Rebecca Beggs and others joined the edito-
rial tearm

What was happening then?

o 5t Miman's B A TS performed Joseph and his Teckhricalor
Dream Coat

e The Rev. Donald Macleod left Sherbrooke 5t Gilbert's for a
new appointment m Blairgowrie

+ The Holiday Club opened its doors to young Desert Defectives.

* The Guld celebrated 25 years of Worship, Fellow ship and Ser-
vice

* The Local Chartty Shop donated £22 000 to Engble and other
charities

o Assarted Christians, atheists and Untarians met 1n Sarmmy
Dow’ s to thrash out Murel Young’s assertion that Christ 5 a
Git, and other controversial questions

o Pollofshialds Chuirches Together took over from the Pallok-
shields Carncll of Chrurches.

Whether on not this stirs up some memories, VISION would be
glad to hear of others, personal or *churchy’. (school days, holidays,
farnily activities, children’s games, the war - evacuees? - rationing,
etc etc)
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Keswick 2010

It is not too soon to be thinking about Keswick Convention 2010.

The Convention is a coming together of many different events -
Bible Teaching, worship, fellowship, exhibitions and activities, all in
the wonderful (and not always underwater!) setting of the Lake Dis-
trict. There is no fixed programme - one can attend as many or as few
as one feels like.

The Convention lasts three weeks, but many people gather for just
one week, or two or all three.

Week 1: 17 Jul-23 Jul

Week 2: 24 Jul-30 Jul

Week 3: 31 Jul-6 Aug

No booking is necessary - just turn up. And there is no fee!

For further information tel: 017687 80075
e: info@keswickministries.org
internet: www.keswickministries.org
or write: Keswick Ministries, Skiddaw Street, KESWICK,
CUMBRIA, CA12 4BY.

Accommodation, listings and availabilities from Keswick Tourist
Board www.keswick.org or 017687 72635
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